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Visitors always welcome

The Society holds its full meetings on the
1st and 3rd Monday of each Month at

Old Swinford Hospital School
Heath Lane
Stourbridge
(8.00pm – 10.00pm)
Additionally the shack is open during the same times on the
intermediate Monday's

All correspondence/enquiries should be addressed to the
Hon. Secretary:
John Clarke M1EJG
(01562) 700513
honsec@g6oi.org.uk

STARS
C/O The Mill House
21 Mill Lane
Blakedown
Kidderminster
DY10 3ND

STARS Web Site

www.g6oi.org.uk

WAP enabled ??

www.g6oi.org.uk/wap/index.wml
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EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,
Apologies on the late appearance of Starlite this month. I have been away on holiday and have had
other commitments which have kept me away from producing Starlite. On the first week in
September we attempted to participate in the RSGB SSB Field Day and although we had limited
success from a radio viewpoint I think the difficulties we experienced and our approach to the
difficulties made us all realise that the Field Day is a team event and helped to strengthen the club.
As always I would be interested to receive contributions and feedback on any of the articles. I aim to
make Starlite available for the first day of each month, so please can you submit any articles in time
for this deadline.
Regards
Adrian Bryan (G0NLA)
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SSB FIELD DAY PICTURES
I have just included a few of the pictures contributed of the RSGB SSB Field Day. Many of the
pictures have been circulated by e-mail but I thought they may be of interest to those of you who
may not have seen them.

Above from left to right John, Adrian and James setting up the G5RV

Above Jim getting ready for the contest.
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Above from left to right John and James logging contacts

Above from left to right Mark and Adrian making some of the earlier contacts
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GEOCACHING - AN INTRODUCTION
What gave me the idea for this article?
I became mildly curious about geocaching whilst taking a neighbour's dog a walk one day. I was on
the footpath that runs between Romsley and Walton and passed the part of the footpath that runs by
the back of Holt's Farm, which used to have pick-your-own strawberries. As I was mooching along I
noticed a partly concealed plastic box in the hedge containing some day glow paper. I decided to
take a look inside the box and realised that I had found a geocache. You can tell my wife was not
with me at the time as I would been ordered to leave it alone.

What is Geocaching?
At its simplest geocaching is similar to a treasure hunt, which you may have played when younger or
it is sometimes is played in the summer months by Car Clubs, Roundtable or similar. The one item
that makes geocaching different to treasure hunts is that GPS is used to locate the hiding places or
geocaches.

Background
It all began in 2000 and there are presently around 5 million geocachers in over 100 countries. As
with a lot of recent activities geocaching first became popular in the United States but has since
become popular in the UK. Part of the popularity has arisen because of the availability of less
expensive hand held GPS units and the internet has helped speed the uptake of the hobby. The
contents of a geocache are often of only minimal value and typically contain a log so you can
indicate that you have visited the site. Often small plastic toys, coins and travelbugs are included.
The protocol of geocaching requests that if you take any item from a geocache that you replace it
with an item of similar value. Some caches contain a clue to the whereabouts of another geocache,
which is similar to the the original treasure hunt game. It is not surprising that enthusiasm for the
hobby has increased rapidly as it can involve groups of like minded individuals, healthy exercise,
suggested routes between geocaches and even visits to the pub as a final destination!

How do I play?
www.geocaching.com holds the location of every geocache. Individual caches can be hidden or in
some cases buried. Membership at geocaching.com is free, but premium membership is also
available, although not essential unless you want to add/update information about your geocache.
There is also a UK geocaching site GAGB – Geocaching Association of Great Britian which has free
membership, but relies on donations. A visit to gagb.co.uk is recommended.
To get some idea of how many caches there are in your locality go to www.geocaching.com and
enter your post code. For example there are over 20 caches within a one mile radius of the club
QTH, so not all caches are in rural locations. To start searching, some form of suitable GPS device
is required. I am informed that a TomTom or similar car SatNavs are not really suitable for
geocaching. It can be done, but is a clumsy substitute for the real thing. What is needed is a device
where a location can be set and then an arrow is given to direct you to that point. The device of
preference is often a GPS enabled phone with a suitable downloadable application or a dedicated
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device – see below.

Information on the above application can be viewed in more detail at www.geocaching.com/android
I believe that there are similar apps for the iPhone.

Above are two devices from Amazon UK. Prices vary from £60 to around £150 and over, depending
on how keen you are.
Geocaches are graded by difficulty and size, so it is probably best to start with one of the easier
caches. Difficulty varies from easy at one to difficult at five. Caches vary in size from a 35mm film
container to a 20 litre container.

What are the objectives?
The hobby can be competitive and there are some who are keen to be the first to find a new cache.
For most hobbyists the objective is just to find a cache. Some are keen to follow a route that takes in
several successive caches on a pre planned route. Note that a GPS hand held device does not take
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you to the exact location for a cache, but is usually within twenty feet or thereabouts. Some people
enjoy doing their geocaching at night. Some caches contain dog tag like objects called travelbugs,
these items are moved from cache to cache and one may be able to follow their progress online. For
some hobbyists the interest lies in reading the caches log to see who has visited and in what
numbers. Some only cache while dog walking. For others it is a hobby that involves the entire
family whereas for others the interest is in keeping their own personal log and in clocking up as
many finds as possible.

Legal Aspects
One man's geocache is another man's rubbish. It is unlikely initially that you will be creating your
own geocache. Permission should be gained from the landowner before placing a geocache on land
and geocachers are urged to adopt a policy of CITO – cache in trash out. The idea being that you
should take a plastic bag with you on your hunts and take some rubbish home with you. The act of
picking up just a small item of rubbish can have a cumulative impact. Placement of caches is
important and dry stone walls or other places which may easily be damaged are discouraged by the
GAGB. Royal Parks do not permit geocaches whereas some National Trust properties do allow
geocaches. The GABG has information on where large organisations such as the Woodland Trust,
Network Rail etc. stand on allowing geocaches.

Geocaching Slang On Cache Logs
FTF
TFTC
TNLN
BYOP

First To Find
Thanks for the Cache
Took Nothing Left Nothing
Bring Your Own Pencil

Disclaimer
Whilst every effort has been taken to ensure accuracy in the above article, I have only very limited
experience of geocaching.
As usual all mistakes are mine – Adrian (G0NLA).

Intentionally Blank Due To Lack of Content
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FROM OUR ROVING REPORTER
Well the first weekend in September got off to an eventful start with the RSGB SSB Field Day. The
event was held at the High Acres Garden Centre on Sugar Loaf Lane which is close to a previous
site we used four years ago on the Stourbridge to Kidderminster Road. I thought the site was ideal
with a good take over open ground to the Shropshire and Worcestershire countryside. There were
one or two initial equipment problems with aerials, radio and PC which were resolved to varying
degrees and we were able to go on with the contest. I arrived late in the morning for which I
apologise only to find that most of the work had been done. Dr. Alan Parkes provided an excellent
supply of bacon sandwiches which were greatly appreciated. I was present at the rally in two
capacities; as Starlite Reporter and also as reporter for the Stourbridge News. Because their staff
were so busy, I was asked to cover the event. I have yet to find out if my article or photographs were
accepted for publication as I only get the Dudley News delivered at home, so if anyone has seen any
reports please let me know.
The following weekend of September 10th &11th I was taking part in an exhibition at the Station
Hotel Dudley. The event is in its fourth year and is organised by Craig Denston who also organises
the Dudley Ghost Tours. The exhibition deals with entertainment especially the Dudley
Hippodrome. Incidentally I am trying to gather enough signatures to persuade the Council to have
the Hippodrome restored to how it was in its heyday in the '40s and '50s when top artistes appeared
there. The Hippodrome was the first theatre to have the pantomime televised in full on the BBC in
the '50s. Other parts of the exhibition were the railways around Dudley, when Dudley had its own
station at the bottom of Castle Hill. Other items in the exhibition were industries and shops which
have long since gone such as Cookes store in the Upper High Street and Beatties of Wolverhampton.
The Exhibition was free and will be free again when it is held next year.
Moving on to Tuesday 13th at the Recycling Exhibition at the NEC where I met Russell (G3VDX).
Russell used to be the announcer at the Worcester Radio Club Rallies when they were held at
Droitwich School. I also understand that ex Stars member Derek Pearson (G3ZOM) has been on a
short holiday at his mother-in-laws. I see Derek from time to time. He is in better health than
previously, but still not 100 percent.
Moving forward again to our September Stars Club Talk where we were given an interesting talk by
club member Richard (G0EWH) about another side of Amateur Radio called Echolink. The talk was
given in the main meeting room and was demonstrated with equipment explaining most of the
aspects of of the Echolink software and Richard was able to give complete answers that arose from
club members. On the following Thursday I was at the NEC once more for two exhibitions: one for
Group Travel and the second for Leisure Industries Week. Whilst on one of the stands at the NEC,
one of the members of staff noticed my RSGB badge and he remarked that his father Dave Turner
(G3SBM) has a transmitting licence. Dave formally from Worcester now lives in Oxford. One never
knows when one will come into contact with yet another member of the amateur radio fraternity.
I noticed from a recent Express and Star article that one of our former meeting venues is to be
demolished, namely Longlands School in Brook Street Stourbridge. How many remember meeting
there back in the '60s? One or two things to watch out for soon are the Bonded Warehouse Boat
Rally and a documentary about George Formby that will be shown during October. The George
Formby program was made in March 2010, but it has taken until now for it to be broadcast.
73's Malcolm G8BOP
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YOUR COMMITTEE
Hon. President

JAMES

G7HEZ

Vice President

ADRIAN SIMMS

M3HBA

Hon. Secretary

JOHN

M1EJG

Hon. Treasurer

JOHN

G8UAE

NICK

G6DQN

MALCOLM

G8BOP

ANDREW

M6APJ

RICHARD

M1DBC

ADRIAN BRYAN

G0NLA

Committee
Members

(01562) 700513

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
It should be noted that the Shack will be open every Monday evening unless shown otherwise in the Calendar

October

Mon

3rd

Mon

10th

Mon 17th

November

Open Shack Night

- On air or natter

The Battle of Rorke's Drift – Peter Smith

Mon 24th

Open Shack Night

- On air or natter

Mon 31st

Open Shack Night

- On air or natter

Mon

7th

Mon 14th
Mon 21th
December

Informal - On air or natter

Informal - On air or natter
Open Shack Night

- On air or natter

Club Annual Surplus Sale

Mon 28th

Open Shack Night

Mon

Christmas Meal at White Horse Carvery

5th

- On air or natter

Mon 12th

Open Shack Night

- On air or natter

Mon 19th

Open Shack Night

- On air or natter

Mon 26th
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