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Hi folks,
Had a QSL card from Don G0ESR together
with a note that he wishes to relinquish the
position of Net Controller for the 2 Metre
skeds on Mondays Weds and Fridays with
effect from the AGM. Many thanks, Don, for
doing a sterling job over many years under
adverse conditions (standing on that loft
ladder) and hope that one of the “Regulars “
will volunteer to take over.
Whilst on the subject of the Net, I was
“earwigging” at the club on the Wednesday
following the January committee meeting
whilst waiting for the NRAE students to
arrive, and happened to overhear comments
about the way Committee meetings are
conducted. ”They spend 5 minutes dealing
with business and an hour nattering” - or
words to that effect. Yes, Brian, I agree, but it
is during the nattering that members air their
views and put forward suggestions for future
club activities. Maybe folk think that the
monthly talks, special events (JOTA, GB6OI),
annual and 60th. Anniversary dinners, and,
on the odd occasion, visits, materialise of
their own accord.
What a splendid article in the February Issue
of Practical Wireless about the Society and
the 60th. Anniversary Dinner. Many thanks to
editor Dr.Rob Mannion G3XFD. There is a
copy on the club notice board if you haven't
already seen it.
Remember that bit about the Code Breakers
in the Jan. issue? Well it’s on the Box.
Channel 4 Tuesday evenings with a repeat
on Sats.
And James and I are still
flummoxed on how they sent the set up code
for the Enigma machine each day…hi.
How about that talk by Andy Ross G7OFC
on PICs? A real humdinger. Thought there
would be a deathly silence when it came to
question time but seems we’re not lacking in
eggheads who understand these things. Nice

to see Bob “Dubblyeem” on one of his rare
visits to the club. Still twisting his arm to try
and get him to join.
The main meeting for February. Should be
the Constructors’ Competition but we don’t
seem to have any. On James’s suggestion I
have asked Frank G0RXO
To come along and pass on a few tips and to
give him an opportunity to plug the
construction course he is running at Hillcrest.
Have been asked by Richard M1BDC if we
can organise an SES for the Guides
“Thinking Day on the Air “over the weekend
20/21st.February. Hoping to use GB2OSH
Still getting some stick about “ The Tower”.
Doing me best but reiterate what I’ve said
before.” One should try to remember that
this is a school, not a leisure centre, and
that both the teaching and administrative
staff are doing their utmost to make us
welcome.
Anyone want to take over?
That’s yer lot fer now. Dunno if there’ll be owt
from me next month ‘cos am off on hols
(again ???). Back in time fer you to give me
the boot.
73 de Gordon. G0TZV
LETTERS
Dear Gordon
It’s me again, don’t kick the cat out.
I write re your “Little Bit” in the January
issue of Starlite and, in particular, the part
regarding testing for prospective radio
amateurs. There certainly is much
controversy (and apathy) caused, I think, by
bad presentation.
Some time ago, I saw a letter written by the
outgoing RSGB President pushing hard for
change. (By the way, you are quite right newly licensed “A” Calls used to serve a 1
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year probationary term on CW)
CW is no longer a requirement for being able
to deal with official code messages so, one
can argue that it is no longer needed. It has
served as a barrier test for those seeking full
use of the HF bands and as a supplement to
the RAE.
What is the use of reducing the speed to a
walking pace? Anyway, the RSGB has
control of Morse testing so; perhaps we may
yet get something positive. What worries me
is an apparent move to make things much
easier to obtain a licence – A or B.
Let me quote from a letter by D.F. Beattie
RSGB ( no Call Sign given) entitled “ A
matter of Clarification”.
He writes – “ Our position therefore, is that
we want to see an early introduction of a new
licence based on a 5 words per minute speed
requirement to ease access to the HF
bands” (the RA wants 8 wpm). He also says
that the RSGB wishes to make access to
Amateur Radio easier.
Now this opens up the aspect and heard on
the RSGB local news broadcast that
discussions were afoot to change the format
and examinations of the RAE in the next year
or so.
This where Yours truly gets cynical because,
in the aforesaid letter, the RSGB state that
there has been a decline (dwindling they call
it) in Radio Amateurs. The Call Book seems
pretty full to me. I suspect that it is the RSGB
membership, which is showing signs of
falling off.
As a long standing and serving member of
the RSGB, I can envisage the time when
they will have full control over licensing and
maybe compulsory membership will be a
requirement. Far fetched?? Maybe, but think
about it.
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And an extract from another letter from .Alec.
“During a browse on 80m. recently, I came
across a net with a voice I recognised as that
of Vernon Whittaker. G3UK.
Vernon was the Society’s second Hon.
Treasurer before WW2 and. Indeed. up to

the outbreak of war! At that time he resided
in Dudley and, postwar, for some years in
Kingswinford but he did not rejoin the
Society. He now lives in retirement in
Pangbourne near Reading and is, it seems, a
regular member of an AM net around 3.62
MHz or so (08.30hrs.). I think Joe G3APL
will remember him”
Many thanks for your letters and comments
Alec. I seem to remember contacting Vernon
for The 60th. Anniversary, but can’ swear to
It. Always a pleasure to hear from you. Only
wish more folk would take the trouble to put
pen to paper and air their views. Keep ‘em
coming Alec, and look forward to perusing
the Hastings Club newsletter when Eric IVQ
has finished reading it …73 Gordon

President
From the President
At the last committee meeting a discussion
occured regarding the creation of the post of
Vice President and subsequent modification
of the club rules. .
The new rules are to be put to the members
of the society at the forthcoming Annual
General Meeting in the two stages shown:part i) 'That the Society creates a new officer
post of Vice President’....
part ii) ….’who will normally
President the following year' -

become

The Vice President would, with his
agreement, undertake a specific role in the
Society during his position e-g. look after the
meetings programme, organise field days etc
A Vice President would ensure continuity and
overcome the problems that may arise when
an incumbent President is unable or unwilling
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to continue in office- Also, the Vice President
would represent the President when the he is
unavailableThis change to the Rules could mean (if both
parts accepted) that the President would
normally, only remain in office for one yearBut there would be no reason why he could
not be elected again at some future dateBob Derricott G4VPE

With Christmas as far away as ever now, as
we move in Feburary I suppose it is time
once again to start thinking about the rally
season. The first local rally of the year will be
Wythall Rally on 7th March. It is a question
as to how many of the rallies I will be
attending this year, what with Drayton Manor
(still unpublised date) Elveston on the 30th
June, the Three Counties on 23rd May and
Telford, (still unpublished date) because of
by shack clearout, as you see from the
photo. This clearout is for the greatest project
that I have ever undertaken, It is for the reinstallation of a Chrisite ex cinema organ! I
have plans to set up a trust for the payment
and maintenance of the organ, and so far
great interest has been shown, however it
will mean that I will have to learn a great deal
about pipe organs. Back on Jan 3rd I was on
an outing that led me over Cannock Chase
with meet up with three fellow organ
enthusiasts. I had never realised how high
The Chase was and because I was a
passenger I called CQ in the hope of a
contact. However I got no reply, and again
wondered what amateur radio was coming
to. But a few days later I think I found the
reason and discovered that the aerial socket
on the handheld was loose.
I have now given my first talk on 50years in
amateur radio to the Wolverhampton club. I

had planned the evening with a mixture of
tapes recordings, memora bila and photos.
I noticed in the Express and Star a talk to
he held at Stourbridge Town Hall called
"Morse and me" and thought that there
would not be very many interested people
until I discovered that it is to be given by
Colin Dextor, who created Inspector
Morse, just shows how headlines can be
misleading.
I found the first talk of the year of great
interest and got me wondered how I could
include PIC chips within my cinema organ
project! I had a talk with Andy Ross
beforehand, and like myself never seems
to have the time to get on the air, what with
all the other on-going projects. I have also
spotted that the Malvern repeater is back
on the air in its never location.
And finally I have an entry for the
constructors competition so I am looking
forward to that for the next months main
meeting!
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StARS 60th Year’s achievments
Over the last year StARS has seen many
changes and some notable events. There
have been two notable events this year, the
first being the move to Old Swinford and the
second the 60th Anniversary Dinner.
The move to Old Swinford has seen for the
first time in the societies history a permanent
fully equipped shack.(or was there one in the
days of King Edwards??) Also the frequency
of meeting has been vastly increased from
twice a month to twice a week. The Monday
night seeing the shack open for everyone
while Wednesday nights has seen the novice
course with members welcome to help run
the course and also the shack open for on air
activity.
The Shack has been fully re-decorated with
purpose designed and built benching
installed for the four rigs currently housed in
the shack. These are:1. Yaesu FT757 HF transceiver which feeds
a full size G5RV
2. Yaesu FT707 HF transceiver which feeds
a trapped dipole
3. Trio TR9130 all mode VHF transceiver
feeding dual band co-linear
4. Kenwood UHF transceiver feeding dual
band co-linear.
The Two HF rigs plus one of the VHF/UHF
rigs can be operated simultaneously without
interference or EMC on any telephone
exchanges (remember Robin Woods!!)
The second event of the year has to be the
60th Anniversary Meal, for the first time held
in the splendid Great Hall. The forty
members and guests who attended soaked
up the atmosphere throughtout the evening
and our guests of honour were certainly
delighted that they had attended the evening
despite the long distances they needed to
travel. It was especially fitting as Alec’s Son

had attended Old Swinford and in fact was
Head Boy in 1959, with his name appearing
on the wooden paneling within the Great
Hall. As part of the 60th Anniversary a full
page feature appeared in Feburarys Pratical
wireless detailing a history of the society plus
photos from the anniversary meal.
Also the past year has seen a trip to the
Police Motorway control centre. An on air day
in the spacious grounds of Stuart’s G7KKC.
The talks this year have ranged from the
long awaited air ambulance to the tunnels at
Kinver and the Engima machine.
A think everyone must agree that the society
has had one of its most eventful years ever,
and for the right reasons!
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The G8BOP shack
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STOURBRIDGE AND DISTRICT AMATEUR RADIO
SOCIETY.
G6OI

Founded 1938

G6SRS

NOTICE OF THE 1999 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY WILL BE HELD AT
THE LIBRARY, OLD SWINFORD HOSPITAL, HEATH LANE, STOURBRIDGE
ON MONDAY 15TH. MARCH 1999 COMMENCING AT 8.00.PM. PROMPT
AGENDA
ITEM. 1.

OPEN MEETING

ITEM. 2.

THOSE PRESENT.

ITEM. 3.

APOLOGIES.

ITEM. 4.

MINUTES OF THE 1998 MEETING.

ITEM. 5.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES.

ITEM. 6.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS.
(I)

TREASURER.

(II)

SECRETARY.

(III)

PRESIDENT

ITEM. 7.

RULE CHANGE.

ITEM. 8.

ANNUAL AWARDS.

ITEM. 9.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE. (PRESIDENT TO VACATE

ITEM. 10.

APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES.

ITEM. 11.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

ITEM. 12.

CLOSE MEETING.

.
CHAIR)

GORDON G0TZV, HON. SEC.

25 JANUARY 1999

