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Sad news to start this month. John
Raybould G7PVW died on Thursday 5th
August after suffering a stroke. I have
passed on condolences to his family on your
behalf. Tony, Malcolm and I attended the
funeral service on Wednesday 18th. August
at Hagley Free Church. (See Malcolm’s
report) John left his radio equipment to the
Congratulations from all at StARS to former
member John Hogg GW2OG and his good
lady Kitty on the occasion of their diamond
wedding anniversary. (see tribute from Alec
G8GF).
Congratulations also to all our NRAE
students on passing the exam.
James Davies now 2E1HMS. Looks like
James would do well to pursue a career in
the Royal Navy with that suffix … hi. James
was kind enough to telephone me to let me
know his callsign and at the same time ask if
I would teach him Morse. ‘Nuff said, I posted
off a tape for him to listen to. Should be well
on the way to mastering the code by the time
the lads return from their summer hols.
Tom Edwards now 2E1LHT. Living locally,
Tom was the first to let me know his call and
is already kitted out with a dual band Hand
Held. Needs suitable aerial(s) Tom
underwent his baptism of fire, working Tony
SKG on 2 Metres from the club shack. There
was a bit of argy-bargy from Tony at first but
we eventually convinced him that we were
operating legally after Wayne LLT quoted
chapter and verse from the “Bible” (BR68 to
you).
Congratulation’s also to Tom on his GCSE
results, as you can see he did very well with
the following grades: - 5 x A*'s, 5 x A's and 1
x B, So we wish him well as he makes the
move to King Edward’s for the next two years
to complete his A Levels.
Still waiting to hear from James Brown who
was also successful. No doubt we shall be
seeing him in September.

On reflection, I think that all these lads could
have passed the full RAE, no problem.
Something to bear in mind for future
prospective candidates. Could we possibly
run a full RAE course? Any volunteers?
Seem to remember saying in the last issue
that we were looking forward to a brief
respite from club activities. Fat chance!
JULY 3RD. OLD SWINFORD HOSPITAL SUMMER
FAYRE
Tony was on holiday so it was left to James
and yours truly to set up shop, well, to put up
a few notices. The weather was good for a
change so all the outdoor activities were
going full swing and we had no visitors.
James 2E1HMS raised £100 on his bric-abrac stall!
Around noon, I had to pop out for half an
hour (no not to the local watering hole, too
early). On my return I discovered that James
had disappeared and the shack was locked
(with my keys inside, as I thought). Panic!
Managed to find Dave, the Bursar, got into
the shack, couldn’t find the keys, more panic.
Thankfully, Malcolm BOP arrived in time for
me to keep my lunchtime appointment (Yes,
no need to ask where this time). Nice to see
Eric IVQ and Edna. Returned from liquid
lunch to find that Malcolm was still holding
the fort and busy on 2 Metres and Jim WAO
had popped in for a twiddle, still no sign of
James. Time to pack up, couldn’t find anyone
to lock up shack, yet more panic. James
arrives, with my keys, much relief. End of
story. Not a very successful day!
JULY 4TH.STOURBRIDGE TOWN CARNIVAL.
Non-event. Decided to cancel as only James
and myself available. Too much gear to lug
around. Another disappointing day!
JULY 5TH. BBQ AND ON AIR PORTABLE, at
Stuart KKC’s QTH Kinver. We sure can pick
the days for these outdoor activities. Hon.
Pres. Eric JWJ had agreed to organise the
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BBQ. All we needed was the weather and we
got it! One of the worst thunderstorms I can
remember. Thankfully, Stuart KKC and
Chrissie generously invited us into their
home and Eric and Carol proceeded to cook
the grub in /on? the AGA (Real up market
stuff this BBQ … hi),. and Chrissie had
provided a table full of extra goodies to
supplement the sacrificial offerings.
Something lacking though, now what was it?
Oh yes, streaming eyes, acrid smoke, the
smell of burning fat and the grub being
scorched on the outside and raw in the
middle … hi.
Chrissie had spent a lot of time putting out
chairs and tables (With tablecloths mind you)
in the garden and erecting the Gazebo and
then yet more time taking them all in again
when the WX went awry.
Fourteen souls had braved the storm, and it
sure was a cracker, flooded roads,
spectacular lightning and torrential rain but,
thankfully, everyone managed to get there
without mishap.
Eric had catered for forty so we all had
double rations. For once we weren’t
neglecting the fairer sex, as the weather was
not exactly conducive to operating. However,
we all had a good old natter and the evening
was over all too soon. Chrissie had to retire
early as she had to be out at 5.00am the
following day. Very busy lady, Chrissie, but
always seems to find time to be the perfect
hostess. Many thanks Chrissie and Stuart for
your hospitality and also to Eric and Carol for
a really enjoyable evening. (Wonder how
many folk know that Chrissie is a fully
qualified Helicopter pilot?)
July 12th.Committee meeting.
Usual stuff,
Hon Sec. lost his rag at one point whilst
discussing proposed rule changes but,
eventually, all was sorted out to the
satisfaction of those present and it was
agreed that an EGM be called for the Main
Meeting in October to ratify (or reject) the
changes. (See notice)
JULY 19TH. “BEACONS”, Talk by Gordon
Meddings G4DGM.
It always amazes me the amount of effort
that is put into providing information for the

Radio Amateur. For instance, beacons. We
know that they exist and no doubt,
occasionally, we look for them or perhaps
hear one whilst tuning around the bands. We
tend to take them for granted, never thinking
about who is transmitting them and, in some
cases, wondering where the transmitters are
located.
Well, Gordon had come along to enlighten us
on the subject. The Northern California DX
Foundation Inc. has set up, or in the case of
Russia and China is in the process of setting
up, a total of 18 beacons scattered across
the Globe.
The beacons operate 24 hours a day on the
HF 20 Metre to 10 Metre Bands. Each
Beacon identifies itself in Morse code sent at
22 words per minute and then sends four one
second dashes. The callsign and the first
dash are sent at 100 watts followed by the
remaining dashes at 10 watts, 1 watt and the
last at 0.1 watts respectively. So, if you hear
the last dash you will know that propagation
on that frequency is phenomenal! The
transmissions are repeated every 3 minutes
on the dot. There’s no need to be able to
read Morse. All you need is a very accurate
clock, one of these radio-controlled jobs
working on Rugby or Frankfurt, and a
schedule. (Available from hon. Sec. If you
haven’t already got one) and, of course, a
receiver! Simply tune to the frequency on the
schedule dead on the hour (any hour) and
the beacons should be heard in sequence at
10-second intervals for the next 2 minutes
and 50 seconds. Then there’s a 10-second
interval and the transmissions start again.
There are no transmissions below 20 Metres
as the beacons have been set up mainly for
those amateurs interested in working DX. A
most interesting and informative talk by
Gordon with much more information than
recorded here. Many thanks Gordon Bags
more info on www.ncdxf.org/index.htm.
JULY 26TH. SHACK CLEAR OUT. Quite a
strenuous evening for some of the more
energetic amongst us. Had to bin quite a lot
of the junk, much to the chagrin of Hon.
Treas., but the old shack is now finally
cleared
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AUGUST 2ND ON AIR PORTABLE SHEEPWALKS.
Yet another washout, literally. No one even
bothered to 'fone me to check. If there’s a
drought all us out …hi
AUGUST 9TH.WORKING PARTY ROBIN WOODS
Talk about Fred Karno? His lot got nothing
on us lot. All for the want of an Allen Key.
Nearly dusk before we (Wayne LLT that is)
got started. Managed to get the one mast
down but had to leave the other till the
following week.
Bob G4EEM (Dubbleyem) has been at it
again. He has just written a programme for
sending CW via a PC, which can emulate
your fist exactly. He was trying it out during
one of our regular skeds recently and the
only reason I spotted that he was using the
keyboard was the fact that he sent a letter L
by mistake for a letter K (adjacent letters on
the keyboard). Now, if only I could type at 27
wpm!
That’s yer lot. Cu next month. 73 de Gord.

With the summer break over it is start time to
think about construction, especially with the
competition in February next year. Since my
report there has not been any rallies to
attend, Woburn rally having moved to
Hatfield House is too far for me to travel to. I
decided to give the Derby rally a miss this
year. This meant I could look forward to
Telford rally. However at the end of June Len
and myself attended the Networks and
Telephony show at the NEC. I came across
Laurie G7MEC who is a member of the
magic circle who was doing tricks on one
stall. In the evening we then went to a
computer fair at Dunstall Park, and managed
to find a hard drive for my computer project,
thus completing a hard day!

At the start of July Glenys and myself
attended the summer fair at Old Swinford,
the last thing I expected to find was a fair
ground organ, this one belonged to Anne and
Robert Millard. Then we were both looking
forward to the BBQ to be held at Stuart’s in
Enville. We got as far as the Stourbridge
Bridgnorth Rd and came to the flood just
before the “Fox Inn”, although cars were
going through it I did not want to risk it, so
unfortuantly we turned around. I heard we
missed out on a good evening, but there is
always next year!
I am getting on the air more often now, have
a regular net on Friday morning’s on 145.400
MHz with several amateurs who are
interested in cinemas. Anyone welcome to
join us and recollect cinemas from the 40’s,
50’s and 60’s.
The weather was different the following
weekend for the Robert Street School, Lower
Gornal, reunion. The old school will soon be
knocked down to make way for the rest of the
building of the new school. I was last there
49 years ago some had not been back since
the 1920’s. I came across the son of the late
G8SZ plus a couple of other amateurs, it’s a
small world!
I enjoyed the article from Phil Johnson
G0PPJ about Cradley speedway as I have
mentioned before in previous reports. I don’t
get to attend to many meetings nowadays
unlike my son who is a keen fan and travels
around the country. I do read the “Speedway
Star” each week to keep up with the goings
on.
Ex Old Swinford pupil Russell Holmes has
just released his first CD, so it will be another
of his recordings to add to my collection.
There was an article in the Stourbridge and
Dudley News about StARS member Arthur
and Freda about their 50 years of marriage.
In mid August Glenys and myself decided to
visit Worcester, this time travelling by train
from Stourbridge Junction. It bought back
some memories of visiting Jack Porter’s radio
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shop which was behind the
Cathedral. It is now the Worcester
equal of Waltons.
Even though it has been a break for
August, meeting have still taken
place, involving several summer
tasks including clearing out the
upstairs shack at Old Swinford and
the removal of the aerials at Robin
Woods. August also saw the death of
StARS member John Raybold from
Hagley. Gordon Tony and myself
attended the funeral at Hagley Free
Church. John as you will recall was
not in the best of health with kidney
problems for many years, although
three years ago he did have a
transplant which did improve the
quality of his life. On August 5th a day
short of his 60th birthday he had a
heart attack. John had spent 40
years on the railways and continued
this after retirement with the Severn
Valley, he helped raise money for the
Wordsley Kidney Unit and Corbett
Hospital. He was also involved in
several Chess clubs along with
StARS. What ever John got involved
with he always gave 100% in fact he
was a very popular figure despite his
health problems, he was very caring
both to the people he came into
contact with and his sister Jean and
family. The church was packed to
capacity. Our condolences from
StARS are extended to the family. 73
John delighted to have your
company.

Enclosed is a copy of photos (supplied courtesy
South Staffs Planning department) (displayed on
Notice Board in Shack) of a Mobile Phone relay
transmitter mast masquerading as a tree at Stafford
University Campus. It is incredibly realistic until very
close to. It’s probably incredibly expensive as well but
I thought it might give food for thought to StARS
committee and Mr Potter.
Monday’s are proving just as difficult for me as ever.
Perhaps Wednesday may be easier during the term.
Chris and I have just had 15 days sailing off S .W
Ireland. Quite exciting at times —such as getting
entangled with salmon fishing nets in rough seas and
yours truly dangling over the stem suspended off a
safety harness cutting ourselves free with a
breadknife (very effective on polypropylene when
lubricated with seawater!). Yours truly later required
other lubricants, distilled three times I believe in
Ireland.
I took VHF with me but as MM was only allowed to
use 144. My only contacts were with the Cork
repeater which has an amazing coverage, being sited
at 2000 ft. Very friendly lot indeed.
73 Stuart G7KKC

On Sunday 22nd August it was
Telford Rally which is always well
attended and being local not too far
to travel. I only purchased one or two
bargains along with Len while our
XYL’s were attending the shops.
Roving Reporter, Malcolm.

Arthur and Fread at their wedding.
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GW2OG
A Quarry Bank couple who were put in a
flap when unexpected guests gate
crashed their wedding have celebrated
50 years of marriage.
Arthur and Freda Parkes, of Mousehall
Farm Road, married at St Francis’s
Church and friends arranged for
elephants to greet the newlyweds.
Arthur explained: “We used to go to the
Queen Mary Ballroom, at l)udlcy Zoo,
and I did the oiihlic address enninment
on a Saturday night and when we got
married we had no idea about the
elephants. “It was a lovely surprise but
I’ve since heard both of the elephants
have died.” The couple, who lived in the
Broadway, Dudley, until 1988, have
received 35 cards.
Arthur met Freda when he was working
with his father and immediately knew
she was the girl he wanted to marry.
They have two children: Helen, aged 47,
who lives in the Lake District and Ian.
aged
45, of Dudley, and five grandchildren.
Arthur joined the air force in 1940 and
served with the 305 Mobile Signal Unit
in Africa and the Middle East as a radio
engineer. ‘the 79-year-old still keeps in
touch with the remaining 22 members of
the unit. The retired TV and radio
engineer, whose business was based at
Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, has
been a member of Stourbridge Radio
Society since 1938 and his call sign is
G2DVI.
Freda, aged 72, is a talented tapestry
artist and takes months to complete her
designs.
spotted by Malcolm (and others) in the
Stourbridge & Dudley News

A DIAMOND FOR JOHN AND KITTY HOGG
GW 2 OG
On the 7th of September 1939, John and XYL Kitty
were married at Dudley.
John was our long time Hon. Treasurer for 17
years, 1952 – 1969.
John, who came to Dudley in 1935, having
previously held a non radiating licence, was always
keen on CW operating and is still QRV some late
evenings on 80 and 40 Metres. He has an FT 840
so is able to operate on all bands.
John and Kitty moved to Anglesey A few years
back and, as old friends, Daisy and I visited them
in the Spring of last year.
Although marred by tragedy, their marriage has
been a very happy one.
On a personal note, John is one of those stalwarts
who did so much to keep our Society on it’s
successful course to celebrate it’s own diamond
anniversary.
Well done, John and Kitty. Many congratulations
and hopes for many more anniversaries to come.
Alec G8GF

Arthur and Freda

Page 8

.....IS BAD FOR YOU???!!!
Oscar Wilde said that "work is the curse of the drinking
classes". How very true, but medical experts say you
shouldn't over do it. Perhaps they should put
Government Health warnings on bottles and glasses
like they do for cigarettes.
Listed below are some suggested Health Warnings the
Government 's Chief Medical Officer may wish to use:
1. Consumption of alcohol is a major factor in dancing
like an idiot.
2. Consumption of alcohol may lead you to believe that
ex-lovers are really dying for you to telephone them at
4 in the morning.
3. Consumption on alcohol may cause you to tell the
same boring story over and over again until your
friends want to smash your head in.
4. Consumption of alcohol may cause you to say things

like thish.
5. Consumption of alcohol may cause you to tell your
boss what you really think of him, while photocopying
your backside at the office party.
6. Consumption of alcohol may lead you to believe that
every man/woman in the room is stunningly gorgeous.
7. Consumption of alcohol may leave you wondering
what happened to your underwear.
8. Consumption of alcohol may create the illusion that
you are tougher, more handsome and smarter than
some really, really huge bloke who is built like the side
of a house and you desperately want to fight him.
9. Consumption of alcohol may lead you to believe you
to purchase a huge doner kebab with extra chilli sauce
that you really don't want.
10. Consumption of alcohol is a major factor in falling
asleep in public places (normally face first in a Chicken
curry!!)
11. Consumption of alcohol may lead you to make
expensive and unwanted purchases from the QVC
channel.

STOURBRIDGE AND DISTRICT AMATEUR RADIO
SOCIETY.
G6OI

Founded 1938

G6SRS

NOTICE OF EXTRA ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD AT OLD SWINFORD
HOSPITAL ON MONDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 1999, STARTING AT 7.45PM PROMPT.
AGENDA
ITEM. 1.
ITEM. 2.
ITEM. 3.
ITEM. 4.
ITEM. 5.

OPEN MEETING.
THOSE PRESENT.
APOLOGIES.
RATIFICATION OF RULE CHANGES. (SEE NOTES)
CLOSE MEETING.

GORDON G0TZV, HON. SEC.

TUESDAY, 31 AUGUST 1999

NOTE.
AFTER

LENGHTY DISCUSION AT THE LAST AGM AND SEVERAL COMMITTEE MEETINGS WITH INPUT
FROM A NUMBER OF MEMEBERS THIS MEETING HAS BEEN CALLED TO RATIFY THE PROPOSED NEW
RULES. THE FURTHER PROPOSED RULE CHANGE WAS PUPLISHED IN THE JUNE STARLITE. NO
FURTHER COMMENTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. THE PROPOSED COMPLETE RULES HAVE ALSO BEEN
POSTED ON THE NOTICE BOARD IN THE SHACK FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. AFTER A BRIEF BACKGROUND
UPON THE NEED FOR THE RULE CHANGES THE MEMBERS PRESENT WILL THEN BE ASKED TO VOTE.

