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Visitors always welcome

The Society holds its full meetings on the
1st and 3rd Monday's of each Month at

Old Swinford Hospital School
Heath Lane
Stourbridge
(8.00pm – 10.00pm)
Additionally the shack is open during the same times on the
intermediate Monday's
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All correspondence/enquiries should be addressed to the Hon.
Secretary:
John Clarke M1EJG
(01562) 700513
honsec@g6oi.org.uk

STARS
C/O The Mill House
21 Mill Lane
Blakedown
Kidderminster
DY10 3ND

STARS Web Site

www.g6oi.org.uk

WAP enabled ??

www.g6oi.org.uk/wap/index.wml
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EDITORIAL
Hi,
Well here we are again – Issue 1 of the New Society year and I'm still scatting around for content so I will
start this issue with a plea –
Please somebody find the time/inclination to put pen to paper or fingers to keys and put an article
together for the forthcoming issues.
Ah well back to the content
This years AGM went off without a hitch although we only just managed to reach a quorum see later for a
precise of the evening.
It is also heartening to see the continued attendance of a number of new faces and extend them all a
welcome to the Society and hope they will continue to attend for many years.
The first committee meeting of the year will be held on Monday 30th April so if anyone has anything they
would like discussed then please let me or any committee member know before that date
That’s All ..Best 73s

Malcolm G8JTL

OUR ROVING REPORTER
How quickly the months have passed since my last report [it happens as one gets
older] or is it just my imagination?
The 2007 AGM has passed without any problems,as I have mentioned before I always
worry about AGM's after being at one in 1990 that folded because one person decided
not to stand again on committee.
It was great to see the candidates from the foundation course at the Agm ,one of
whom was elected on to the committee, Ian Hopkins from Redditch. Other than Ian
the same committee are re-elected.
The year 2008 will be another milestone in the societies history it will be the 70th
anniversary and I already have ideas for publicity & an event to mark the occasion.
The year 2008 will also be the 40th anniversary since the callsign of G8BOP was on air
for the first time.
It was great to see Eric G3IVQ at the Agm, Eric being one of the very early members
of STARS.
I had a step back in time on Sat. 10th March when Gleny's & I were at the 60th
RSGB Affiliated Society
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birthday of our president Malcolm G8JTL. This was held in the upstairs assembly room
at the Bell in Market Street Stourbridge, it being 50 yrs since I was in that room [1957]
at a Stars annual dinner which was held on a Friday night in Sept of that year.
Sadly, after March 10th, the Bell will be closing in line with other public houses, not
only in Stourbridge, but in many other parts of the country.

The StARS Contingent

Where does that leave BOP

And I really was there

The Bell – Stourbridge
with Closed Doors

Since my last report there have been three silent keys, one of which was a stars
member, Bill Webb G3HMD, who passed away on Sat 27th Jan 07. Unfortunately I
could not attend the funeral because of the weather - it was the day of the heavy
snowfall. But I am grateful to Gordon Bryant for keeping me & everyone informed
about Bill.
Another was Ted Rowley G6TC, who passed away on 5th Jan 07, Ted played the double
RSGB Affiliated Society
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bass in the local dance bands in the 1940's,50's & 60's and later. Just last year 2006,
He played at the Trumpet Bilston in the popular Jazz sessions there, that was when He
was into His 80's, His brother Rubin, used to play Piano in dance bands & in the 1940',
50's and 60's worked at ContactorSwitchgear W,ton were yours truly started work on
1st Jan 1951 and had 35yrs there ending on 15th Aug 1986 when the factory closed
due to take over.
The other Silent Key on 19th Nov 06, was Geoff Barnes G3AOS , who I first came into
contact with in 1959, the year that our family together with three other families from
W,ton area who worked at ContactorSwitchgear, moved into Leominster in North
Herefordshire on 4th April 1959, to work at the new Contactor Switchgear factory that
opened there on that date.
At that time a few Amateurs moved into Herefordshire, one was a Stars member Bill
Wells G3HVX, the other Harry Jackson G3MDN. They moved from B,ham to work at
Henry Wiggins, who had opened a much larger factory in Hereford, it was originally in
Smethwick.
Any how once I had settled in the area & got the shack running in the highest part of
Leominster, I decided to make myself known to other Amateurs in the area.
One of these I had heard on two metres before moving into Leominster [when I was
living at 10Brook St Gornal Wood]. This was Lionel Dyke G3GZM in Tenbury Wells. I
could not have chosen a better night for visiting as he had two additional visitors at
His QTH, John Laing G8JG [Brimfield] & Geoff Barnes G3AOS, who was a sales Rep for
Dynatron in 1959 & was in the area on business for the company. All bring back
memories for me ,the other two passed away some time ago I kept in contact with
both of them.
Looking through my diary I have found that I will be unable to attend my two main
radio rallies this year due to events for my other interests being on the same day
,they are Elvaston,& Leicester.
Well That’s All For Now Best 73s

RSGB Affiliated Society
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OBITUARY
Bill Webb G3HMD.
Bill died in Mary Stevens Hospice on 27th. January aged 77. He was born in
Chaddesly Corbett in 1929.and attended the local school until the age of
fourteen. He then trained as a mechanic at a local garage until 1947 when
he was called up to do his National Service in the RAF where he trained as a
Radio Operator and where he met his wife to be, Evelyn, who was serving in
the WAAF.
On completion of his National Service, Bill managed to get a job with one of
the Intelligence Services and, after intensive training, qualified as a Radio
Officer. He spent the next 25 years monitoring foreign radio stations that
were transmitting in Morse Code, typing as he listened. As one can imagine,
this required a great deal of skill and concentration although he did recall
that on one occasion, after a “heavy lunch” he did doze off at the keyboard,
suddenly jolting back to consciousness as one does when this happens.
Worried that he may have missed some of the message, he checked his
typing and was amazed to see that he had missed nothing,
Bill spent a lot of time working abroad in far flung places such as The
Ascension Islands, Hong Kong, Cyprus, Turkey, StokeonTrent (hi) and, in
his last few years in the Service, London. It was in London that he obtained
his Amateur Radio Licence. He didn’t have to take the RAE. He said that his
supervisor simply came around asking if any of the operators would like to
have a Licence, and he accepted the offer.
Whilst residing in London, Bill joined the Wimbledon Golf Club and gained
the distinction of getting “a hole in one” which cost him an arm and a leg at
the “19th.hole”
Bill and Eve both enjoyed “Musicals” and “Big Band” concerts and regularly
went to see them in London. However, Bill used to recall that he went to see
one of the most renowned bands of the time, Lionel Hampton, whilst
working in Stokeon Trent of all places!
Bill was an avid HiFi enthusiast and had a collection of over 17,000 tracks
which he had recorded and catalogued. His main interests were 1940’s
Swing, Boogie Woogie and Organ music.
When Bill retired he decided to move back to the Midlands and came to live
in Stourbridge. About 12 years back he turned up at the club one evening
and observed me working CW. And that is how our friendship began. Along
with Bob G4EEM we used to have two CW skeds a week This eventually
tailed off as Bill began to lose the use of his fingers (he used to send CW
using the keyboard) and possibly because my “fist” was virtually unreadable
by most folk apart from Bob G4EEM. However, the three of us continued to
meet regularly for a chat in a local hostelry.
RSGB Affiliated Society
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Bill’s wife died 3 years back and his health began to deteriorate to the
extent where he was more or less housebound. His good neighbours, Jackie,
Frank, and Val and John helped him a great deal over this latter period
and, of course, James G7HEZ and Richard G0EWH were always on hand to
sort out any problems on his PC or radio. Bill had nothing but praise for the
staff at Mary Stevens and the Macmillan nurses who had cared for him
during an illness that he had endured for over 15 years.
A true friend, who always had a cheery greeting for everyone, he will be
sadly missed by all who knew him.
Gordon G0TZV

RALLIES 2007
Sun 29th April
ALDRIDGE & BARR BEACON Radio & Computer Rally Aldridge Community Centre, Anchor
Meadow, Middlemoor Lane, Aldridge
Sun 13th MAY
SOLIHULL MARS Summer Rally Alderbrook School, Blossomfield Rd, Solihull, West Midlands
### StARS attending ###
Sun 20th MAY
DUNSTABLE DOWNS Amateur Radio Car Boot Sale Stockwood Park, Luton, Bedfordshire.
Sun 3rd JUNE
RED ROSE QRP FESTIVAL Radio & Computer Rally Formby Hall, Alder Street, Atherton, Near.
Manchester.
Sun 3rd JUNE
SPALDING Radio & Computer Rally The Sir John Gleed Technology School , Halmer Gardens,
Spalding, Lincs.
Sun 10th JUNE
ELVASTON CASTLE Radio & Computer Rally Elvaston Castle Country Park, Derby.
### StARS attending ###
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AGM 2007 HIGHLITES
With the required Quorum the meeting was opened at 20:12 and the following is an abbreviated
transcript of the evenings business.
As per the AGM announcement the proposed amendment was placed to the meeting, and after a short
debate was accepted unanimously by those members present
Hon Treas John G8UAE submitted a detailed audited set of accounts for approval. In summary,
The accounts balance has increased upon 2006 year end mainly due to increased Subscriptions and
funds raised from Rally attendance. Membership at end of year stood at 28 in total of which it was
perceived that only around 12 are active members
Hon Sec John presented the following report on the past year
'A successful year ending with the Foundation course, nine candidates sitting the exam and seven
passing, four of these now having joined the club.
We did not enter the field day competition this year as it was not possible to find an overnight operator
for the equipment. Please help this year if you can.
Stourbridge Carnival was enjoyable for members attending (though thin on the ground) but did not
attract a great deal of attention or procure new members. Agreed to try again this year but attempt to
obtain use of the School Bus.
The ARIS project moves on slowly. Technical side having been dealt with by STARS some time ago
we are still waiting for Mr. Holmes(school liaison) to submit his work plan and application for
inclusion in the scheme. A meeting with him this morning has raised a promise for completion over the
Easter holidays.
The weather sat project is now running well but still no sign of a screen or connection into business
hub by the school.
Three separate visits to the roof during the year has now virtually completed all work to aerials. The
work of clearing the Shack continues and some money recouped with sales at rallies. Further visits
were also made to the tip.
Malcolm (Pres) is upgrading several PC’s donated by Richard M1DBC, putting on slow scan TV etc.
for sale at rallies or to club members. The club also received a donation of a Realistic DX302 receiver
which will be offered for sale at the next rally.
Sadly we have to report the loss of one of our older members, Bill Webb who very recently became a “
silent key “. Our sympathy to his family and friends.
Although we have our own website it has been agreed to also go under the banner of the new site
opened to all clubs by RSGB. This may tend to give the club a higher profile.'
Approval for report proposed by
seconded
Hon Pres Malcolm closed the year by saying that he considered that the society had had a good year
with members attending three rallies for selling purposes with the Aldridge rally yet to come on 29th.
April.
The 2M and 70cm circular polarized aerials have been erected on the roof for use in the
ARIS project and Richard G0EWH was building the controller. The weather sat equipment which was
now in full operation could also be used at the Stourbridge carnival as had been done last year.
The ISS project had been disappointing in the delay caused by the school as described in Secretaries
report. Things now look more promising following todays meeting with Mr. Holmes who is to write a
RSGB Affiliated Society
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detailed report on how the school will integrate space lectures into the curriculum and also submit the
schools application for acceptance onto the scheme.
Talks were given during the year on ‘Satellites ; Backpacking ; Repeater management ‘and several
other interesting topics. Talks usually ensure a ‘full house' and consequently suggestions for talks are
always appreciated. A talk on ‘Enigma' is being followed up.
In an attempt to encourage ‘On air' nights, rigs were moved into the larger room and set up for
general use. The result was somewhat disappointing with few operators coming forward. However it is
proposed to persevere and press for more operators.
Malcolm concluded by thanking the committee and all persons who had helped during the year.
The constructors award was presented to Alan G7AXW by the President.
There followed the election of officers initially chaired by James
President : Malcolm G8JTL ,
Proposed, Richard M1DBC Seconded Nick G6DQN
Elected unanimously
At this point the chair was returned to Malcolm to continue with the elections
Vice President : Nick G6DQN ,
Proposed, Wayne M5LLT, seconded Alan G7AXW.
Elected unanimously.
Treasurer : John Scott G8UAE ,
Proposed, Nick G6DQN seconded Wayne M5LLT .
Elected unanimously
Secretary : John Clarke M1EJG .
Proposed, Nick G6DQN , seconded Richard M1DBC.
Elected unanimously.
Committee members : The following club members agreed to serve another term in office :
Richard M1DBC, Malcolm G8BOP, Ian Hopkins was proposed by Nick G6DQN and seconded by
Richard M1DBC. The meeting gave block approval to the above.
Subscriptions for 2007/8. The President proposed that subscriptions remain at their present level.
This was approved unanimously.
The trustees were confirmed as : James G7HEZ and Wayne M5LLT
After AOB the meeting was closed at 21:40.
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YOUR COMMITTEE
Hon. President

MALCOLM

G8JTL

Vice President

NICK

G6DQN

Hon. Secretary

JOHN

M1EJG

Hon. Treasurer

JOHN

G8UAE

ERIC

G7JWJ

RICHARD

M1DBC

MALCOLM

G8BOP

Committee
Members

(01384) 894019
(01562) 700513
CoOpted

IAN

CALENDAR of EVENTS
It should be noted that the Shack will be open every Monday evening unless shown otherwise in the Calendar

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

Mon 12th

Open Shack Night

Mon 19th

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Mon 26th

Open Shack Night

Mon 2nd

On Air Night

Mon 9th

EASTER BANK HOLIDAY

Mon 16th

Open Shack Night

Mon 23rd

Nick G6DQN – Windoze in the Works

Mon 30th

Open Shack Night

Mon 7th

MAY BANK HOLIDAY

Mon 14th

On Air Night

Mon 21st

Main Meeting  TBA

Mon 28th

Open Shack Night

Mon 4th

On Air Night

Mon 11th

Open Shack Night

Mon 18th

Main Meeting  TBA

Mon 25th

Open Shack Night

Mon 2nd

On Air Night

Mon 9th

Open Shack Night

Mon 16th

Main Meeting  TBA

Mon 23rd

Open Shack Night

– Tea/Coffee always available

Mon 30th

Open Shack Night

– Tea/Coffee always available

Mon 6th

Open Shack Night

– Tea/Coffee always available

Mon 13th

Open Shack Night

– Tea/Coffee always available

Mon 20th

Open Shack Night

– Tea/Coffee always available

Mon 27th

Open Shack Night

– Tea/Coffee always available

Mon 3rd

On Air Night
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– Airing the club calls Hf + 2M
– Tea/Coffee always available
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– Airing the club calls Hf + 2M
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– Airing the club calls HF + 2M
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